
Blogs, News Articles & Other Web content: 

 http://englishoneoworst.blogspot.com/2009/11/7-jessica-andersons-tirra-lirra-by.html 

 http://anzlitlovers.wordpress.com/2011/04/10/tirra-lirra-by-the-river-by-jessica-anderson/ 

 http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2010/10/28/3050540.htm 

 http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/tirra-lirra-author-jessica-andersons-legacy-is-greater-than-one-book/story-e6frg6nf-1225892365149 

 http://biography.jrank.org/pages/4106/Anderson-Jessica-Margaret.html 

Objectives: 

For the students’ to develop knowledge and understanding of meaning 

conveyed, shaped, interpreted and reflected in and through the text of 

Tirra Lirra By The River, in the unit of belonging. 

 

Some areas for close study in the text are: 

*Gender construction 

*Language 

*The philosophy or ideologies that underpin the text. 

*Tense, tone and mood. 

*Tennyson’s poem “The Lady of Shalott” which is a point of  

reference in the text. 

*Narrative techniques such as – analepsis, and stream of  

consciousness. 

Outline: 

Nora Porteous has spent most of her life waiting to 

escape. Fleeing from her small-town family and then 

from her stifling marriage to a mean-spirited husband, 

Nora arrives finally in London where she creates a new 

life for herself as a successful dressmaker. 

Now in her seventies, Nora returns to Queensland to 

settle into her childhood home. 

 

But Nora has been away a long time, and the people 

and events of her past are not at all like she remem-

bered them. And while some things never change, Nora 

is about to discover just how selective her 'globe of 

memory' has been. 

Tirra Lirra by the River by Jessica Anderson, has an 

impressive variety of techniques that the students 

can learn, giving them opportunities to critically 

analyse the text.  

It is suited for the HSC (Standard) course and ad-

vanced course in Module B: Close study of Text, 

which incorporates the interaction of ideas, forms 

and language. 

Outcomes that could be met from HSC (Standard) 

are: 4, 6.3 and 9.1 

The Lady of Shalott by Alfred Tennyson  
http://charon.sfsu.edu/tennyson/
tennlady.html  

See Also: 

Anderson, Jessica. (1978). Tirra Lirra by the 

River. Australia: Macmillan Publishing. 

Aim of studying the text: 

For the students to enjoy exploring the unit of belong-

ing that is represented in the text, through the use of 

ICT and class activities. Students are to use blogs to 

communicate different perspectives in the text, on be-

longing, with each other, to find meaning from differ-

ent personal perspectives. 

http://englishoneoworst.blogspot.com/2009/11/7-jessica-andersons-tirra-lirra-by.html
http://anzlitlovers.wordpress.com/2011/04/10/tirra-lirra-by-the-river-by-jessica-anderson/
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2010/10/28/3050540.htm
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/tirra-lirra-author-jessica-andersons-legacy-is-greater-than-one-book/story-e6frg6nf-1225892365149
http://biography.jrank.org/pages/4106/Anderson-Jessica-Margaret.html
http://charon.sfsu.edu/tennyson/tennlady.html
http://charon.sfsu.edu/tennyson/tennlady.html
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